Critical Thinking and the Internet

Tip sheet for assignments to require reputable sources:

1. Limit the number of .com resources students use by quantifying the number of other source
formats or source domains they must use.

2. Expose them to other types of sources. (Remind them of search limits, review directories,
library resources.)

3. Require citation and point out that citation is easier with print or library database resources.
(Library databases can automate a citation. Print resources rarely fail to mention all of the
bibliographic criteria they need, such as author, date, and page numbers.)

4. Consider scheduling a library workshop inside or outside of class, or posting a help sheet or
tutorial to D2L. See the library website or contact the librarian for links to tutorials/help sheets.

5. Require students to evaluate one of their internet sources in writing, to show that they have
practiced the concept of evaluation.

6. Incorporate an evaluation worksheet, tutorial, or checklist into a lesson plan.

Karen Bronshteyn 2/17/09
Anoka Technical College Library Media Center
Other educators may use this tip sheet.
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