How to search CQ Researcher Anoka Technical College Library Media Center
Karen Bronshteyn

Choose “CQ Researcher” from the “Find articles,” “General databases” section of the library
webpage. http://www.anokatech.edu/current students/research/online/index.html
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You are likely to find CQ Researcher useful for credible, detailed overviews of social issues.
Their reports provide balanced and objective information about current and controversial
topics.

Students are often able to narrow a research topic after searching CQ Researcher. They also
find additional resources in the Bibliography and footnotes.



If you access this and other library databases from off-campus, you will encounter this screen
that requires you to login:
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To log into Ancka Technical College’s anline databaszes, please enter the 14-dizit barcode muwber found on your student 1D card,
("20424. ") and yvour password {your last name}. Prior to first time use, your barcode monst be activated.
To activate your card, or if you are not ahle to purchase an ID card at the business office on campus, contact the Library saff

Please enter your barcode: |

Please enter your password |
Login I

Your library barcode is on the back of your college ID card and starts out 20424.... Your
password is your last name.

When you get into the database, the opening screen will have a current report in the middle of
the screen. It will look a lot like this:
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These are difficult times for the U.5. airtine industry, what with angry passengers and politicians, (02715/08)

outmoded air traffic control technology and a recent spike in near-collisions on runways. Meanwhile,
the struggling industry continues ta consolidate. Delta and Northwest are trying to merge — a move Eg'}ﬂg%‘é;‘m
that would create the second consolidated airline since 2005 — and at least two other carriers.
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There are many options for searching this database. If you don’t have a topic yet, you might
browse some of the RECENT REPORTS in the right-hand column. Another easy option is to do a
QUICK SEARCH by typing a keyword(s) in the white rectangle. QUICK SEARCH checks the full-
text of all reports and returns results in “relevancy” order — a ranking much like an internet
search engine. You can resort the results to see the most current results first, or even arrange
them in alphabetical order by title.
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Click the UP arrow under “Date” to resort these results in chronological order with the most
recent ones first.

To access a report, click on the blue title. Your search terms will appear in the document in a

blue-gray font. You can also locate your keyword(s) within the document by clicking on Find
Keyword in the upper banner of the report. Click on “Home” if you want to start a new search.

Great research on today’s issues starts right here.
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These reports are conveniently organized, but lengthy. Use the left-hand column to access
specific sections of a report.

e Full report —the whole thing

e Introduction —a very brief summary, or “abstract”

e Overview — a detailed summary with the pros/cons

e Background —a history of the issue

e Current situation — recent events

e OQutlook — projections

e Pro/Con — A side-by-side debate with the author’s names and credentials at the top

e Chronology —timeline

e Short features — related content

e Maps/Graphs

e Bibliography — list of sources referred to in the report

e The Next Step — related sources

e Contacts — contact information, including websites, for related organizations

e Footnotes —a complete listing of the footnotes, which are also accessible within the
report

e About the author - for the author’s credentials and citation information

It is helpful to look at some of the footnotes as you read the report. Simply slide your mouse
over the footnote number.
Does Cuba threaten the U.S5.?

The Soviet Union's demise in 1991 not only ended the Cold War but also Cuba's
aliance with a nudear-armed adversary of the United States.

Today, nonetheless, Cuba is still viewed as a threat. It has earned a place on the

U.5. government's "state sponsors of terrorism" list, in part because of its "dose
relationships" with Iran and Morth Korea. Last year, the State Department
reported, "The Cuba-Ira;
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Department, April 28, 2006; www.state.gov/s/ct/rls/crtf
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report said, "lran offered cuva . cu-mmwon curo une ur wrear, U LETTSILY Ul

investment in biotechnology." L

Each report can be printed or emailed by section or in its entirety, or viewed/saved in PDF
format. Use print preview to determine full report length (often over 20-30 pages).

Other libraries are welcome to adapt this handout.
kbronshteyn@anokatech.edu



